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Who was Gregor Mendel?
And why is he called the "Father of Genetics"?

Much of what we know about human genetics and inheritance comes
from one man's study of plant that might be growing in your
vegetable garden this summer: the pea.
Gregor Johann Mendel was born in 1822 in what is now known as the
Czech Republic. He joined the Augustinian Abbey of St. Thomas in
Brunn, where he spent years studying the patterns of inheritance of
seven pea plant traits: height, seed shape, seed color, flower color,
pod color, pod shape, and flower position. He chose to study peas
because their traits are easy to observe, the plants grow quickly, and
he could pollinate them himself.
By breeding different pea plants together and observing the traits
present in their offspring, Mendel proposed several laws of
inheritance and coined key genetics terms like "dominant" and
"recessive." Learn more about inheritance
here: https://goo.gl/a73Yfq
Mendel's work was not recognized during his lifetime. After his death,
his work was discovered by several other scientists who verified his
findings.
Fast Fact: Genetic conditions that follow Mendel's Laws of
Inheritance are called "Mendelian."
Miko, I. (2008) Gregor Mendel and the principles of inheritance. Nature Education1(1):134

GenomeConnect Data
Sharing Update
By participating in GenomeConnect, you agree to have your anonymous
genetic and health information shared with databases to help improve our
understanding of genetics and health.
As of this spring, GenomeConnect has shared over 730 unique genetic
changes from our participants!
48% of variants shared by
GenomeConnect
participants are new to this
database meaning you all
are an important source
of genetic information!

48%

52%

52% of variants were shared with
the database before.
GenomeConnect participants
provide additional health
information that can help increase
understanding of the impact of
genetic changes on health.

How to make sure your data is
shared!
To make sure your information is shared, be sure to:
1. Complete your health survey!
Login to your GenomeConnect account and click on
"GenomeConnect Survey" to fill out your health history. Be
sure to update you survey each year of if your health changes.

2. Upload your genetic testing report! Without your genetics
report, we cannot share your genetic information.
Watch a short video on how to upload your report here:
https://goo.gl/NC67sS

Here are some tips on how to upload your report:
We accept genetic test reports in many electronic file types,
including pdf, doc, xls, and jpg. The file name cannot include
special characters (e.g. *, %, @, #).
If you only have a paper copy of your report, you can take a
picture of it with your smartphone or use a scanner. Be sure to
include all four corners of each page and all pages of your
report.
When you're ready to share your report, click “Add” in the
“Testing Results” section of your account. Select attachment
type of “Genetic Testing Report” and then find the saved file on
your device.

